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WHAT HAVE YOU 
LEARNED?

 ◾ In order to achieve deep  
depth of field, you need to use 
a standard or wide-angle lens 
and mount the camera on a 
tripod to avoid camera shake. 

 ◾ Using small apertures will 
result in slow shutter speeds, 
so if your subject is moving 
you may need to boost the ISO 
speed—try not to go beyond 
ISO 800, though, or the image 
quality will suffer. 

Attach a standard or 
wide-angle lens

Deep depth of field can be 
achieved with almost any lens,  
but for the most effective shots, 
attach a wide-angle lens. These 
lenses have a short focal length 
and a wide angle of view. 

Mount the camera  
on a tripod

When you use small apertures, 
you often need to use a slow 
shutter speed. If you try to 
handhold the camera during a long 
exposure, the risk of camera shake 
is significant. To avoid this, mount 
the camera on a tripod and use a 
remote shutter release.

When everything in the frame  
is in focus, the viewer knows 
that all of the elements are 
important. The deep depth- 
of-field technique is used by 
landscape photographers who 
deploy lead-in lines such as 
fences or rivers—or, in the case 
below, rows of flowers—to 
direct the viewer’s gaze 
around the frame.

Adjust metering, 
autofocus, and  

drive modes
As always, what type of metering 
you want to use (see pp.78–79) 
will depend on the subject.  
Decide on whether to take a  
single shot or to keep the shutter 
firing depending on whether or 
not your subject is moving and,  
if so, how quickly.

Select Aperture 
Priority mode

Switch to Aperture Priority and 
choose a small aperture. Some 
lenses are less effective at their 
minimum and maximum apertures, 
so select an f-stop (see p.76) a few 
steps away from the extremes.

Choose the correct 
ISO setting

When you’re using small apertures, 
the light reaching the sensor is 
reduced, forcing the use of slow 
shutter speeds. If your subject is 
moving, you may want to consider 
raising the ISO. 
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Shoot and review  
the results

Take a few shots, play them back, 
and zoom in to see where the 
zone of acceptable sharpness 
begins and ends. If it’s not where 
you hoped it would be, change the 
settings and try again.

Decide on your point 
of focus

Chose a specific area of the scene 
to focus on. As a rough guide, 
depth of field extends from 
one-third in front of the point of 
focus to two-thirds behind it. 

Find the hyperfocal 
distance

To achieve front-to-back 
sharpness, you need to find the 
hyperfocal distance. Focus your 
lens on infinity and train the lens 
on the horizon. Press the depth-
of-field preview button to find 
the nearest part of the scene 
that’s sharp (the hyperfocal 
point) and refocus here.
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Be sure to 
always save 

your best 
images
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Where to start: Choose a landscape where 
everything from the foreground to the background 
has some relevance and needs to be in focus.  
Look for lead-in lines that will draw the viewer’s  
eye into and around the picture.  

You will learn: How to shoot a landscape with the 
aim of keeping everything in the frame in focus. You 
will do this by using a small aperture and by carefully 
calculating the hyperfocal distance.

LEARN THE SKILLS

Using deep depth of field

Focus point

Use the 
infinity 
symbol on 
the lens 
barrel to 
find the 
hyperfocal 
distance

Increase the ISO  
to keep a fast  
shutter speed

Continuous 
shooting mode 
lets you take 

multiple 
images

You can also use 
your camera’s 

self-timer
Wide-angle lenses give  

the impression of  
increased depth of field.

Aperture 
Priority 

Area in focus
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